CHAPTER IV
JUVENILE COURTS

PROCEDURE for dealing with juvenile offenders is
now regulated by the Children and Young Persons
Act, 1933, Part III, and rules made in pursuance

of the Act.

DEFINITIONS

By s. 46 of the Act "no charge against a child or
young person, and no application whereof the
hearing is by rules made under this section
assigned to juvenile courts, shall be heard by a
court of summary jurisdiction which is not a
juvenile court."

A "child" is a person under the age of fourteen
years and a "young person" is one who has
attained the age of fourteen years and is under
the age of seventeen (s. 107).

If a child or young person is charged jointly with
an adult,, the trial must take place in the ordinary
court and not in a juvenile court (s. 46 (1) (a) ). If,
however, any child or young person so tried is found
guilty, he may be remitted for sentence to a
juvenile court (s. 56 (1)).

AGE OF CRIMINAL RESPONSIBILITY

S. 50 of the Act raises the age of criminal
responsibility. No child under eight can now be
guilty of an offence. Between eight and fourteen,
it is presumed that a child has not reached the age

50